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ADDRESS BY CLLR NOMASIKIZI KONZA AT THE 2015 
SALGA GAMES MEDIA LAUNCH  

Thursday, 05 November 2015 

Iinkokheli zase Mpuma Kapa jikelele 

Eziphuma kundlunkulu looMasipala beli-Phondo i-SALGA 

OosoDolophu noSosithili 

Inkokheli zase Amathole 

Iinkokheli zase Nkonkobe 

Ooceba neenkokheli bezemidlalo 

Oonongxowa 

Iintatheli 

Abaququzeleli  

Amagosa, abahlali nabamele abathathi nxaxheba 

Naye wonke ubani olapha lomsitho 

Molweni ngalenjika langa. 
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Allow me to begin with some words of gratitude.  

First, let me express my heartfelt appreciation to the South 
African Local Government Association for this gesture and the s 
noble idea of giving our youth – young people from an 
impoverished rural background – a platform and an opportunity 
to showcase their talents and shine bright like diamonds. 

I congratulate them for sustaining the holding of the Games 
consistently and successfully throughout the years. 

A special mention to the leadership of SALGA EC and the two 
Municipalities – Amathole and Nkonkobe - hosting this year’s 

games. 

This launch happens just immediately after a very successful 
SALGA Provincial Members Assembly which was looking into its 
mid-term review aimed at putting the agenda of local 
government to the fore through legislation in order to ensure 
that activities like these Games take place. 

Under the theme local government … “Celebrating 15 years of 
Democratic Local Government. Going back to basics to 
consolidate and deepen a developmental and people centred 
local democracy” …Member local government in the Eastern 

Cape was making a diagnosis of the current state looking at 
the achievements made and the challenges that are currently 
facing Municipalities. 

The theme reminds us of the progress that the country has 
made over the past 20 years, and specifically in local 
government over the last 15 years.  

SALGA continues to be a unifier of Municipalities and acts as a 
vehicle that advocates the democratisation and advancement 
of the gains of our freedom. 

In a few weeks’ time – from the 2nd until the 06th of December – 
sportsmen from all Eastern Cape Municipalities will compete 
through District and Metro Teams. 
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To participate in the SALGA GAMES, teams started in local 

Mayors Cup tournaments that are based in the wards where the 

local municipalities working with the various sport federations 

selected teams that represented them in the District Mayoral 

Cup. 

As the SALGA EC will be hosting our 6th annual SALGA Games 
at the University of Fort Hare here in Alice.  

SALGA is working in partnership with Amathole District 
Municipality and Nkonkobe Local Municipality to ensure that 
this year’s games are a success.  

Of paramount importance are the objectives of these Games 
which talk to and responds to SALGA’s overall goals which are: 

 To encourage an active, creative and healthy lifestyle to 
citizens in the province.  

 To focus on mass participation in sporting activities in 
communities.  

 To encourage collaborative engagement amongst 
municipalities through participation and contribution in 
sporting activities.  

This year Amathole District Municipality is hosting the games 
for the first time in history of this tournament.  
 
The previous Games have been held as follows:  

2010: Buffalo City Metro 

2011: Nelson Mandela Bay 

2012: O.R. Tambo District Municipality 

2013: Alfred Nzo District Municipality 

2014: Chris Hani District Municipality. 

 
These Games are a way of promoting the role of sport within 
the developmental local government agenda.  
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This is because SALGA believes that engaging in sporting 

activities is a tool of building social cohesion does not only act 
as a deterrent to criminal activities, it is also about giving free 
expression and creativity both mentally and physically  to 
human beings, especially the Youth.  

These Games come at a time when the country is 
commemorating 60 years of the Freedom Charter.  

Sixty years ago, 3 000 men and women from all walks of life... 
descended in Kliptown to craft a document that would be a 
guiding principle for a non-racial, non-sexist and all inclusive 
South Africa. 

A South Africa that is a better place to work, invest, live and 
play. A South African that is now marking 21 years of freedom 
and democracy.  

This is the reason that State President, His Excellence, 
President Jacob Gedleyihlekisa Zuma declared 2015 as the year 
of the Freedom Charter and Unity in Action to Advance 
Economic Freedom.  

Freedom in all form of expressions and in all facets of our 
society. 

Ladies and gentlemen; 

The venue for these Games couldn’t have been more relevant, 
as we now know that the centenary celebrations of the 
University of Fort Hare are going to be taking place in our 
lifetime, in 2016. This iconic institution turns 100 on February 
08, 2016. 

It is such a wonderful indeed that sporting extravaganza is 
happening just a few weeks before we embark on this historic 
year. 

As you are well aware, our graduates have gone on to 
distinguish themselves as men and women of legend in 
leadership, politics, business, clergy and many other fields. 
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This is the same University that has bred the likes of Nelson 

Mandela, Robert Mugabe, Chris Hani, Serethe Khama, Manto 
Tshabalala-Msimang, Oliver Tambo, Barney Pityana, Irvy 
Matsepe-Casaburri, ZK Mathews, Robert Sobukwe, Govan 
Mbeki, Mangosuthu Buthelezi and many others. 

 
We are indeed a Province that is privileged to be a Home Of 
legends. Legends and heroes in the sporting field as well.  
 
To mention a few the likes of Andile Ncobo, Mthetheleli 
Ngumbela, Mzimasi Mnguni, Vuyani Bungu, Simphiwe 

Nongqayi, Welcome Ncita, Lonwabo Mtimka, Ceeky Williams, 
Danny Jordaan, Schalk Burger, Siya Kolisi , Zandile Njeza and 
Thobile Mtya.  

Members of the media; 

One of the reasons that promted the birth to the idea of 
hosting the SALGA Games is the high rate of unemployment, 
among the youth, job losses (the South African economy 
shedding jobs), social insecurity, violence, rape and crime 
alienate human beings and undermine social well-being at local 
government level.  

 

The latest statistics reveal that the 45% of the Eastern Cape 
demographics are below the age of 20 hence there is a need to 
develop them in sport and other areas from a young age. 

Hence the need to use the various tools of social cohesion to 
assist in building the communities.  
 
Therefore, engaging in developmental activities such as sports 
assists in eradicating rural under-development, poverty and 

social ills, mentioned, in a decisive way in order for the 
communities to own and drive development processes, and 
participate in tangible local socio-economic development 
opportunities. 
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Sport also assists in the rejuvenation of young people’s minds 

and boosts their morale to have positive attitudes. 
 

Allow me to finish by stressing our deep commitment to putting 
sportsmen at the centre of the Sporting Movement.  

We will also be using these Games to encourage young people 
to also exercise their rights to expression and register for 
voting in the upcoming local government elections. 

As the theme of these Games says: We are “Celebrating 15 
years of democratic developmental Local Government 

through sport” 

We are indeed looking forward to watching sportsmen competing 
in the codes of Volleyball, Boxing; Table tennis; Soccer; Netball; 
Rugby; Darts; Pool; Tug of war; Horse Racing; Fun run and Golf. 

 
As the former American football player and coach Vince 
Lombardi once said: “It's not whether you get knocked down; 
it's whether you get up.” 
 
Echoing these words is our icon utata Mandela when he said: 

“Sport has the power to change the world” 
 
So let young people engage and compete in the Games to win 
some and lose some, but most importantly to all rise and 
celebrate the fact that they participated and with that 
participatory vigor and spirit, let them be agents of unity and 
change through sport. 
 
Let us all ready ourselves as the Games are about are about to 
begin. 

 I thank you.  


